MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting
6 March 2008
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Kevin Sherrard
Chairman
Steve Everitt
from 8.40pm

Christine Fox



Carolyn Young

Jackie Buckle



Jane Horton

Martyn Underdown
Clerk


Ken Maddock

MDC
from 8pm



9  members of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Shirley Slade 


John Reynolds
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [17 Jan]
3.
These were accepted and signed by the Chairman.

4.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
5.
Chris Hyldon expanded on his request to the council for assistance in setting up the TABs Car Scheme in Baltonsborough, emphasising that the money was needed to match potential funds from SCC and pay for third party insurance for the volunteer drivers.  Councillors noted his comments before considering the request at Item 6.
6.
Jo Fryer spoke as agent for the owners of 3 Dunstan’s Park, and explained how they had altered the current application to address in some way the reservations expressed previously.  Richard Wiltshire also explained how the new application for building at Syringa had been changed to improve the situation and address previous concerns.  Councillors noted these 2 statements and agreed to consider them when discussing planning at Item 5.
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7.
Shirley Marshall asked why the trees had been removed along the road to Glastonbury.  It was explained that the land was owned by the Angling Club and they were providing an off road car park.
8.
The meeting was re-convened.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [17 Jan]
9.
17/1/08.1 – Shirley Slade.  To Highlight Dangers of Children Playing in Road.  The Clerk had included this item in the summary for the Parish News and this was taken up by the local press.  Also, Shirley Slade had spoken to the PCSO on the matter.








Action Complete.
10.
17/1/08.2 – Chairman.  To Investigate Needs of Bell Restoration Fund.  Deferred to the next meeting.
Action 17/1/08.2 – Chairman.  To Investigate Needs of Bell Restoration Fund.   
11.
17/1/08.3 – John Reynolds.  To Check the Orbiter Roundabout.  Done.  Clearances were now such that the ride is safe.








Action Complete.
12.
17/1/08.4 – Clerk.  To Check Highways Plans for Renewal of Road Markings.  One email and a reminder have been sent by the Clerk to the Highways Department in Glastonbury and as yet, no reply.

Action 17/1/08.4 – Clerk.  To Check Highways Plans for Renewal of Road Markings.  
13.
17/1/08.5 – Clerk.  To Submit Items to MDC on SFRA.  No specific items were received by the Clerk but a general statement was sent to MDC highlighting recent events.  Furthermore the Clerk has attended a Flood Fair and obtained items of interest on Contingency Planning.  After further investigation a future statement will be made for consideration by the Council on any applicability or need for Baltonsborough.








Action Complete.
14.
17/1/08.6 – Clerk.  To Respond to the Review of Bus Services.  Details were forwarded by the Clerk in response to the Questionnaire which included Jackie Buckle’s comments.









Action Complete.
15.
17/1/08.7 – All.  To Consider the Date and Agenda for the Parish Meeting.  No decision as yet.
Action 17/1/08.7 – All.  To Consider the Date and Agenda for the Parish Meeting.   
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Item Five

Planning Matters 

16.
067727/008 – Northfields.  Councillors accepted that such a change of use would be acceptable provided that the owner could agree to binding this dwelling to the main property and not as a separate entity.  The proposal was carried unanimously and the Clerk asked to inform MDC accordingly.
Action 6/3/08.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
17.
076866/014 – Syringa.  Councillors noted the comments provided earlier, and examined the changes made for this second outline application.  However, despite wider gaps in places there was still close proximity of walls on both sides and the impression of overcrowding by infilling.  Improvements were noted by providing sewage treatment to both the existing and the proposed new properties but this was not enough to change councillors’ minds that their original objections should still stand.  Councillors voted unanimously to recommend refusal on similar grounds to the previous application and the Clerk was asked to inform MDC accordingly.  The earlier statement would be reiterated as submission to the appeal on 076886/013.
Action 6/3/08.2 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
18.
108247/001 – 3 St. Dunstan’s Park.  Councillors noted the comments made earlier and examined the changes made to this revised application.  However, despite some minor alterations, the new building was still a bungalow pushed in between larger houses and gardens and as such, cramped and out of character with the surroundings.  
19.
The efforts to provide a single occupancy dwelling within the village were applauded but as there was no guarantee that this would remain as an integral part of the main property the objections still stand.  Councillors voted unanimously to recommend refusal on similar grounds to the previous application [notwithstanding that the previous application was withdrawn], and the Clerk was asked to inform MDC accordingly.  
Action 6/3/08.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
20.
101421/011 – Briars Farm.  Councillors were unanimous in that there were no objections and therefore recommended approval for this application.  The Clerk was asked to inform MDC accordingly.
Action 6/3/08.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.

21.
120268/000 – Concorde Cottage.  Councillors had no planning objections to this application but suggested that the general appearance would be enhanced if the roof height would match the existing part of the building.  The Chairman disagreed with the planning policy of having roof heights of extensions subsidiary to main roofs.Given this observation, councillors voted unanimously to recommend approval and the Clerk was asked to inform MDC accordingly.
Action 6/3/08.5 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
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22.
Validation of Planning Applications.  The Clerk has received notice from SCC of new procedures for the submission of planning applications which includes the use of mandatory National Planning Application Forms and Planning Application Requirements.  These latter requirements are known as the National List; local authorities may also provide a Local List.  SCC has produced a document to help applicants produce planning applications and this is at www.somerset.gov.uk/ete/planning and there is a 6 week consultation period until 4 April 2008.  Any comments should be sent to planning@somerset.gov.uk to reach them by that date.  MDC has set out its minimum requirements and asks for comments by 1 April 2008 to swilson@mendip.gov.uk 
Item Six

Financial Items

23.
Cheques for Signature.
Rent for Committee Room for 6 March 08 - £11.00.  Agreed.

Domain Name Fee – Bill Leung - £6.93.  Agreed.

SALC/NALC Affiliation Fee for 2008/9 - £182.23.  Agreed.

Contribution towards Churchyard Maintenance for 2007/8 - £550.00.  Agreed.
24.
VAT Refund.  The Clerk has applied for and received a full VAT refund of £443.13.
25.
Transport Around Baltonsborough Community Car Scheme.  The Clerk has received a letter from the Chairman of TABS asking for a grant from the parish council of £100.00 to help set up this scheme.  Councillors noted the statement made earlier by the Chairman, TABS, in particular the need to match funding to achieve other grants from SCC and the need to pay for the third party insurance of the volunteer drivers.  Jackie Buckle proposed and Carolyn Young seconded the motion to give TABS this community grant of £100.00.  The Clerk was asked to arrange payment of this cheque.
Action 6/3/08.6 – Clerk.  To Arrange to Pay TABS £100.00.
Item Seven

County Council Report
26.
Ken Maddock confirmed that SCC has finalised its budget and their portion of the council tax will go up 3.8%.  Borrowing will increase by £20M but to sweeten the pill, government subsidies will increase by 9%, 6% and 5.5% over the next 3 years.
27.
A meeting is planned with the Highways Agency to continue to get satisfaction over the repair of the Baltonsborough to Coxbridge road.  It was requested that a member of the parish council be invited to the meeting, when it happens.

28.
Action has been taken to resolve the flooding over the road in Ham Street by the footpath.  Further work is required to clear the ditch upstream of the problem [Property Agency for the school] and some rubbish has to be cleared from the footpath.  Ken Maddock offered to help in generally improving this area as a community amenity.

29.
The booklet issued by SCC indicating where community money has been spent highlights the project that helped the cricket club last year.
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30.
SCC is aware of the illegal parking of the caravans on the moors road.  An enforcement notice to move has been issued and the court will provide an eviction order if they have not moved within 6 weeks.

Item Eight

District Council Report
31.
Ken Maddock reported that MDC has finalised its budget for the next financial year and this will mean a rise of 3% on council tax bills.  Government subsidies will go up slightly over the next 2 years and there are no large debts outstanding.  However, this does mean that there is the possibility of borrowing in the future.  Some parishes in the district have had responsibilities imposed which mean that their precepts must rise – but Baltonsborough is not amongst these.  This comes about when MDC no longer support a service and the parish has to take it on.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
32.
Jackie Buckle reported that the pre-school now has a storage shed, that dog training has yet to start and that the VH&PFT are still discussing extra fencing around the playing field.
33.
The Chairman highlighted the recent circulation of the discussion document on possible changes to the Trust Deeds.  It was regarded as a sensible way forward, that more research had to be done and it was necessary.  Further circulation of the paper was anticipated and the parish council, as the custodian trustee, would expect to be the final arbiter of any proposals.  
34.
The Clerk was asked to report these findings to the secretary of the VH&PFT Committee and to arrange for the wider circulation of the discussion paper.

Action 6/3/08.7 – Clerk.  Facilitate Further Work on the Discussion Paper.
Item Ten

Website
35.
Work is still in hand to transfer the contact name from William Leung to Steve Everett for the Domain Name of the web site.  The BCA are posting information concerning their activities on the web site.

Item Eleven

Playpark
36.
Somerset Playing Fields Association Inspection.  The Clerk has received notification that the SPFA inspection team will visit to carry out the annual inspection and risk assessment in May 2008 and that the cost will be £75.00, an increase of £5.00 over last year.
Item Twelve
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
37.
The Post Office Closure Programme.  The Chairman proposed that the council congratulate Joan Birch in surviving the latest round of changes to the network but reminded all villagers not to be complacent.  “Use It, Or Lose It” must still be the watchword. The Clerk was asked to convey the councillors’ thoughts to Joan Birch.
Action 6/3/08.8 – Clerk.  To Write to Joan Birch.

Page 5-6

38.
In the discussion it transpired that by use of a specific card, resident may pay their council tax monthly at the Post Office, rather than by direct debit.  Since this does not cost anything extra all residents were urged to consider this form of payment before the start of the next financial year.  
39.
The Martin Street Development.  Such a significant development in the village should be considered in detail by the council before responding to the planning application.  The Chairman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the subject and left the room.  In the absence of the vice chairman, the remaining councillors unanimously elected Christine Fox to take the chair for the remainder of this item.

40.
The wide ranging discussion included agreements to make sure that villagers could have an informed debate by making sure that a copy of the plans be made available, no preferential treatment be given to any one applicant for planning permission, the need to have a member of MDC’s planning team on hand to answer any queries and the certain requirement to call a specific parish council planning meeting to discuss this and any other extant planning applications before the end of the month.  The Clerk was asked to facilitate all these requirements before the agreed date of the next meeting, namely, 27 March 2008 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Action 6/3/08.9 – Clerk.  To Organise the Requirements of the 27 March Meeting.
41.
Kevin Sherrard returned to the meeting and the Chair was passed back to him.
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
42.
Christine Fox reported on her attendance at a Rights of Way meeting called by SCC.  This proved to be duplication on the part of those districts that had a proper organised footpath maintenance organisation  but revealed that some had not, that professionals had been called in to survey all paths in the county, thus wasting £80K of council taxpayers’ money!
Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
43.
The Clerk tabled the Easter Refuse Collection times which would be posted on the notice board for the information of all villagers.
Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting
44.
The next two parish council meetings will be on 27 March and 3 April 2008.  Both will be in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.

SIGNED……………………………….Date……………………..
Kevin Sherrard, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council.
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