MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 
 6 December 2007
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Kevin Sherrard
Chairman
Shirley Slade
Vice Chairman

Christine Fox



Carolyn Young

Jackie Buckle



John Reynolds

Jane Horton





Martyn Underdown
Clerk

2 members of the public.
2.
Apologies.

Steve Everitt
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting [1 Nov]
3.
At paragraph 31 delete determined and insert believed.  The minutes were then agreed and signed by the chairman.

4.
The meeting was adjourned.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
5.
There were none.  The meeting was re-convened.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [1 Nov]
6.
4/10/07.1 – Clerk.  To Complete Documents in VH&PFT File.  All documents have now been received for the last year from Jackie Buckle and the Treasurer of the VH&PFT.  The file is now up to date.








Action Complete.
7.
4/10/07.4 – Clerk.  To Forward Precept Requirements for FY 2008/9.  Information has been forwarded to MDC.








Action Complete.
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8.
4/10/07.7 – Christine Fox.  To Talk to MDC re Footpaths.  A thorough inspection of the footpaths and bridleways was completed and the information returned to MDC.  MDC will be clearing footpath WS 1/49 leading northwest from Burgess Lane at our request.

9.
Anti-slip measures will be attached to the wooden slats by the stile leading into the footpath behind the school playground by the footpath clearance operator.








Action Complete.
10.
1/11/07.1 – Clerk.  To Research Rights of Way/Footpath Issues on Playing Field.  The Clerk has copied further documents held by Chubb Bullied and discussed these, together with copies of documents held, with the Secretary of the VH&PFT.  It has been agreed that all the deeds, conveyancing and transfer documents make it clear that a right of access pertains across the retained land by people involved in the rightful activities of the school, village hall, car park and playing field.  The retained land embodies the whole site from the top of the field down to the road.  Thus, suitable stiles or gates will be necessary if any fences are to be erected since these must not curtail that right of access.  Right of access should be as if a footpath were to be in place.

11.
Further discussion revealed that the VH&PFT committee are looking at the need for disability access and that “as if a footpath” should include access for dogs and their walkers.








Action Complete.
12.
1/11/07.2 – Clerk.  To present Cheque for SAW.  Done.  See Item 6.









Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

13.
030735/000 - The Bungalow, Ham Street.  Councillors noted the large extension joined to the existing building, replacing a large detached garage.  There were no objections on planning grounds but councillors requested the Clerk include in the reply to MDC that it would be appropriate to seek a condition that the completed building be deemed one dwelling thus not permitting the extension to be sold separately.
Action 6/12/07.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
14.
Enforcement Advice re Northfields.  The Clerk has been notified by MDC that complaints have been received regarding ancillary accommodation being used as a separate dwelling at this address.  Correspondence between the two parties continues.
Item Six

Financial Items

15.
Proposal for Precept.  The proposal for a precept of £8,000 for the FY 2008/9 has been forwarded to MDC.
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16.
Cheques for Signature.
Rent for Committee Room for 6 Dec 07 - £11.00.  Agreed.

Donation to SAW - £30.00.  Agreed.

Photocopying Mar-Oct 07 - £5.97.  Agreed.
17.
New Audit Guidance from Moore Stephens – Statement by the Clerk.  The most recent documents provided by the external auditors, Moore Stephens, show at paragraph 6 of Section 2 [Annual Governance Statement] that adequate and effective systems of internal audit should be in place and that a review of the effectiveness of these systems must take place.  The council must agree at the end of the year that any impact of this review has been taken into account by the Responsible Finance Officer.    The Clerk reported that a review of these systems has taken place during November 2007 by the internal auditor and an independent person not directly involved in the day to day execution of the financial systems [Jane Horton].  It was determined by them that the systems were fit for purpose for a council with a turnover of less than £10,000 and that no changes to the systems or procedures were necessary at this time.

Items Seven/Eight

County/District Council Reports
18.
No reports for this meeting.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
19.
Jackie Buckle reported a successful Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch on 1 December and thanked all who helped.  At that gathering it was heard that the Transport Around Baltonsborough Scheme  [TABS] was now agreed, would start in earnest next year and that the chairman, Chris Hyldon, was likely to seek a donation from the council to help start up costs.  Also, starting next year, a Judo Club will begin on some Saturdays with dog training classes on some Sundays.
Item Ten

Website
20.
No report this meeting.
Item Eleven

Playpark
21.
John Reynolds reported on the actions taken to address items from the SPFA Annual Inspection Report.  All items except one are now in good working order.  The Rocking Horse needs a specialist tool to adjust a slight movement which is being investigated further.  All details are on file.
Item Twelve
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
22.
Kevin Sherrard expressed his concern regarding the impact of government planning legislation on the number of houses that might be foisted on villages such as Baltonsborough.  Present estimates are that about 20 houses could be allowed, some of which may be on land contiguous to the development area, but it is stressed that this is conjecture at this stage.  More research is necessary and other villages with Design Statements are finding that these documents are not being considered. 
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23.
The Chairman gave an account of the Planning Board Meeting at which the application regarding land at Gilbert’s Corner was considered and rejected.  It seemed that there may be factual errors in the applicant’s report, that his agent reported inaccuracies regarding his client’s situation and that the planning board may not have taken advice from a qualified agricultural expert for this application.  The concern is the apparent lack of rigour in the way in which the application was considered by MDC and representations could be made.
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
24.
Affordable Housing for Baltonsborough.  Shirley Slade informed the council that Hastoe’s have now obtained land for development under “affordable housing” rules.  They are applying for planning permission timed to enable work to begin within this financial year and have requested a public information meeting.  Such a meeting will be attended by Mr Vaughan Lake, representing Hastoe’s, and Mr Felix Marsh from the Somerset Community Council, which advises on these projects.  The plan is likely to include 4 houses for rent and 4 for shared ownership with the housing association.  The development will be on Martin Street between Willowcroft and the farm.  The highways department has given the go ahead and this is the culmination of several years work by all concerned.  Details of the information meeting will be confirmed with notices in the village, but it is likely to be between 4pm and 8pm on 10 January 2008 in the Village Hall, starting with a short presentation and then allowing people to pose questions for the remainder of the evening on an informal basis.  The planning application will probably be on the agenda of a parish council meeting of 17 January 2008.
25.
Discussion followed revealing that this was the only land offered for this type of project, that Hastoe’s will not permit any 100% ownership on a “shared ownership” property and that rents will reflect current MDC policy.  Dismay was expressed that this occurred over the holiday period and that the planning application was not available before the consultation.  Shirley Slade replied stating that Hastoe’s would, unusually, forward their application to the parish council in December at the same time as it was forwarded to MDC.  Investigations were in hand to see if this application could be available for public view in the village.
26.
Damage to St. Dunstan’s Stone.  Whilst new telephone cabling was being buried in the path adjacent to the stone the contractors incurred slight damage to the stone.  Shirley Slade was investigating possible repair options and the developers, Flower and Hayes, have agreed to install a fence around the stone to prevent further problems.  All concerned are aware that the stone may have to be moved a short distance at some stage in the future and the developers have assured the council of prior discussion, should this be necessary.
27.
Website Links.  John Reynolds asked if Strode College could install a link from the council’s website to theirs.  They realise that this would be to their advantage and volunteered to engineer the link, if acceptable.  The matter was passed to Steve Everitt for consideration.

28.
On-going Enforcement Issues.  Councillors noted 3 on-going enforcement issues that needed to be monitored.  These were the grubbing out of trees/hedgerow in the grounds of Northfields, [this could affect the curtilage situation], the lack of landscaping on the Twyford’s site and the fence around Hopscotch House.  The removal of trees from an orchard on Martin Street did not come into this category.
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Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
29.
Poppy Appeal.  A letter of thanks has been received from the Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator acknowledging the recent donation.
30.
Update on Highways Maintenance Procedures.  New defect reporting procedures have been published employing electronic tracking of the progress of repairs together with details of which roads will not be gritted this winter!
31.
Parishes Information Bulletin – Important Items.  The “webGIS” is the mapping feature mentioned 6 months ago and they will be issuing CDs to parish clerks.  This will enable detail from mapping devices to be available on CD.  Contingency Plans were mentioned six months ago and have now re-surfaced as a result of the flooding problems in Gloucestershire.  Further research will be undertaken to decide how this affects Baltonsborough.
32.
Shaping Somerset.  There were no takers for the advertised meeting in Jan 08 where Somerset Strategic Partnership is inviting all councils to help them shape the future of the County.  

33.
Requests for Donations.  Two letters asking for donations have been received.  These requests from Age Concern and the Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau were held over for future consideration.
34.
Election Problems.  The MDC commissioned report highlighted the late imposition of new rules by the government, poor planning, printer failures and a poor organisational structure amongst the causes for the fiasco in May 2007.  Arguments continue as to who will foot the bill because of these problems.
Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting
35.
There will be two meetings in January 2008.  The first will be a public information meeting by Hastoe’s in the Village Hall on 10 January [times to be confirmed] and the parish council meeting will be on 17 January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
SIGNED   
[image: image1.emf] 

   Date  17 Jan 08
Kevin Sherrard, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council.
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