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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 26 May 2009

7.30 pm – Village Hall

M I N U T E S

Present:  
Christine Fox (Chair), Jackie Buckle and Shirley Slade. 



Linda Stevens (Parish Clerk).

Apologies:
Carolyn Young, Jane Horton, Martin McDowell and Kevin Sherrard.

	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by



	33
	Minutes of meeting (7 May 2009)

Item 17:  (Second sentence)  Replace no hump see-saw with no bump see-saw.

Item 22: (First sentence) It had been reported that graffiti was on the Church wall and might have been there for sometime and was visible when approaching from Mill Leat Field.  

Item 23:  (First sentence) Cllr Slade reported that the arrangement relating to infringement of verge at Mill Leat was that MDC had an arrangement to cut the verges, and that the responsibilities lay with the Highways.

Above amendments were recorded, minutes approved and signed by Cllr Christine Fox.


	

	34


	Meeting was adjourned

Contributions and questions from the public

A member of the public spoke in favour of the Yardleigh planning application (item 34)  

The meeting re convened 


	

	35

36

37


	Planning matters 

(No declarations of personal/prejudicial interest received)

Application Ref: 2009/0406 – Yardleigh, Ham St.  Alterations and extensions to dwelling including erection of 2 storey side extension and alteration to rear roof to form 2 gable elements.

Cllr Fox proposed recommendation of approval, 2nd by Cllr Slade with an added observation “It is a pity this design is inferior to the previous application”.  Unanimously approved.

Action:  Clerk – To inform MDC of BPC’s recommendation.

Correspondence Ref:  120320/001 – Land North of Southview, Martin St.

MDC had notified the Council that Reynolds & Hayward (Wright Associates) have appealed against their refusal.

Action:  Cllrs Fox & Slade – To respond to notification.

Correspondence Ref:  2009/0228 – Land at Burgess Lane.

Outline planning for the erection of an agricultural workers dwelling has been approved by MDC.

Action:  No further action required.


	Clerk

CF + SS



	38

39

40

41

42
	Matters arising from Minutes (7 May 2009)

Action update:  (Cllr Sherrard) To investigate refurbishment/provision of benches.

Action:  Cllr Sherrard – Carry forward to next meeting.

Action update:  (Cllr Sherrard) War Memorial costs.

Action:  Cllr Sherrard – Carry forward to next meeting.
Action update:  (Cllr Slade)  Parking issues in Ham St.  PCSO Tim Richards has been notified of issue and will investigate.

Action:  No further action required.

Action update:  (Cllr Sherrard) ‘Planning issues’ letter to Mendip Parishes.  Ongoing - Clerk awaiting e-mail addresses to be supplied by Cllr Sherrard to enable distribution of letter.

Action:  Cllr Sherrard – To provide e-mail addresses to Clerk for distribution.

Action update:  (Clerk) Sustrans Cycle Ways.  Clerk produced an actual size picture of signs to be used.  Sustrans Voluntary ranger, Mike Keatinge reported that signs would only be used where it was not clear of direction for cyclists to go which was anticipated to be 3 signs double backed, 1 at junction nr Lottisham Farm, 1 at crossroads nr Post Office/Public House and 1 at Coxbridge (Cinnamon Lane).  Normal procedure would be to have 3 signs for each junction (in advance, at junction and a confirmatory) but Baltonsborough would only have the 1 sign.  Cllr Slade proposed approval, 2nd by Cllr Buckle and unanimously carried in favour.


	KS

KS

KS
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44

45

46

47

48


	Financial items

Cheques for signature – Village Hall room hire (Baltonsborough Preschool) of £11.00 was approved and signed.

Action:  Clerk to distribute.

Action update:  (Clerk) – Nat West.  Ongoing.

Action:  Clerk to carry forward to next meeting.

Correspondence – Received from Baltonsborough PCC. Request for payment of £550.00 in respect of churchyard maintenance for the year 2008.  Cllr Buckle proposed payment, 2nd by Cllr Slade, carried unanimously in favour.

Action:  Clerk to prepare cheque and carry forward to next meeting.

Correspondence – Received from Baltonsborough PCC.   Request for churchyard maintenance grant of £550.00 to be raised to £600.00, to be paid earlier in the year and grant to be set for 3 years (2009,10 & 11).  It was noted that there had been no recollection of this issue being debated or minuted and that the Parish Council were not aware of either letters of 2007 to the previous Clerk or 2008 to the current Clerk.  However, Cllr Slade proposed a fixed rate of £600.00 per annum for years 2009,10 & 11 to be paid in June of each year, 2nd by Cllr fox and unanimously agreed in favour.  

Action:  Clerk to prepare cheque and carry forward to next meeting.

Approval of payment to Mr Rice of £150.00 for the replacement notice board in Ham Street.  Cllr Fox proposed payment, 2nd by Cllr Slade and unanimously carried in favour.

Action:  Clerk to prepare cheque and carry forward to next meeting.

Insurance premium for £937.79 due June 2009.  Cllr Buckle proposed payment, 2nd by Cllr Fox, unanimously carried in favour.

Action:  Clerk to prepare cheque and carry forward to next meeting.

	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk



	49
	County Council Report

No report available


	

	50
	District Council Report

No report available


	

	51
	Village Hall and Playing Field Trust

Action update:  (Clerk) – Mr Casey’s water supply.  Ongoing - Clerk reported that letter had been sent to VH&PFT requesting consent as per Chubb Bulleid’s request. 

Action:  Clerk - Ongoing.

	Clerk

	52
	Website

No report available


	

	53

54

55
	Playpark

Action update:  (Cllr Slade) – A volunteer had offered to paint the 2 single swings and a quote was being sought for the paint.

Action:  Cllr Slade - Ongoing.

Action update:  (Cllr McDowell) – Re Finance sourcing.  No report available.

Action:  Cllr McDowell - Ongoing.

Action update:  (Cllr Fox) – St Dunstans Picnic table/bench.  A site visit took place between Cllr Fox, Slade, Jennifer Martin and Jim Blackburn.  After much discussion it was agreed that the structure was too large to be placed in the area intended and the BCA would consider offering the stucture to another organisation.

Action:  No further action required.


	SS

MM



	56
	Items at Chairman’s discretion

Non to report.


	

	57

58


	Items from Councillors

The issue of expenses for sundries such as paper/inkjets was raised.  In the past paper had been provided for Councillors.

Action:  Clerk to carry forward to next meeting.

It was reported that tyres have been slashed on cars parked outside Dunford Terrace, would all Neighbourhood Watch members keep a good look out for culprits.

Action:  No further action required.

	Clerk
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60

61

62

63


	Information items from the Clerk

Correspondence – A letter had been written in response to Carol Soulsby’s letter re the Parish Magazine and the contributions from BPC, requesting that confirmation of the deadline dates be sent to the Clerk.

Action:  No further action required at this time.
Correspondence – A letter had been received from the Parish Clock Contractors re maintenance/repairs of a fault recently reported and the costs to be incurred.

Action:  Cllr Fox to discuss with Nel Ritchie.

Certificate in Local Council Administration – Clerk reported that this qualification would be required if BPC wished to pursue the Quality Council Status.  Previous bursaries of 75% reducing the cost from £130.00 to £32.50 was not available at present, but that it may be reintroduced shortly.  It was agreed that this qualification would be of benefit to the Clerk and the Council but would wait in order to take advantage of the possible future bursary.

Action:  Clerk to keep Council informed with regards to bursaries.

BPC Annual Meeting – Parish Clerk’s recommendations.  Clerk made recommendations based on advice from SALC, other Parish Clerks and training received since taking the role of Parish Clerk/Proper Officer to change agendas, minutes and some procedures.

Action:  Clerk to carry forward to the next meeting.

BPC Annual Meeting – Full Council had received details of Accounts for 2008-2009, Asset and Risk registers in preparation for the internal audit.  These were approved and signed by Cllr Fox.

Action:  No further action required.

	CF

Clerk

Clerk
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	Date, time and place of next meeting

It was proposed that the next meeting take place on Thursday 11th June 2009, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm


	


The following amendments were noted at the Baltonsborough Parish Council meeting held on 11th June 2009 after which they were recorded as being a true record and signed by Cllr Christine Fox (Chairman) – 11th June 2009.

Item 33:  Item 23 - Delete ‘and that the responsibilities lay’.

Item 53:  Delete ‘and a quote was being sought for the paint’.

/LMS/05.06.09.
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