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Background 

The proposal 

In December 2011, in response to an escalation in developer planning applications in 

Baltonsborough and the new legislation coming in with the Localism Act, Jeremy Wright, a 

Parish Councillor and resident of the village, proposed at a public meeting of the Parish 

Council that a Community Led Plan be developed to help secure the right future for the 

village. This was approved and a team of 12 villagers volunteered to join a Working Party to 

develop the plan. 

Working group 

Those that have served on the Working Party, seeing it through to completion, are: 

Ali Blackburn Keith Rollason 

David Graney Kevin Sherrard 

Julian Macey Mike Tucker 

David McCrum John Westcott 

Robert Peto Jeremy Wright (Chair) 

Nell Ritchie Carolyn Young 

Process 

At the initial meeting the following process for developing the plan was agreed: 

1. Hold a ‘Like/Dislike’ event in the Village Hall where all residents would be invited to 

bring 3 pictures and captions of things they like most and dislike most in the village, 

to stimulate interest in the Plan and provide input for questions in a subsequent 

Parish Survey 

 

2. Conduct a Parish Survey among all residents on the Electoral Roll to get robust, 

quantitative insight into villagers’ views of Baltonsborough and its development 

 

3. Present the findings of this Survey back to the village 

 

4. Present a Plan that summarises the findings and make recommendations to 

Baltonsborough Parish Council  

 

5. With the Parish Council’s support present this Plan on to Mendip District Council 
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Development of the Plan 

In the January issue of Parish News & Views distributed in the village, an article and 

advertising raising awareness of the Plan and the ‘Like/Dislike’ event were published. 

Posters also promoted the event around the village. 

The ‘Like/Dislike’ event was held in the Village Hall on 14th/15th January and attracted over 

150 villagers who posted some 650 Likes and Dislikes about the village. The findings of this 

exercise were then also published in an article in Parish News & Views. Most importantly, 

the key findings were used by the Working Group to help construct the Parish Survey 

questionnaire. 

On the weekend of 25th/26th February 2012, printed surveys were distributed to 730 

residents on the Electoral Roll. To maximise the response, residents could complete the 

printed survey or fill out the survey online. 

An awareness campaign in the village was also executed, ensuring all residents knew about 

the survey and how to participate. 

A small incentive of four £25 prizes to be spent in the village shop was used to encourage 

participation. 

 

359 completed surveys were received by the deadline of Monday 5th March 2012 – a very 

credible 49% response rate. 

This was significantly above the UK average of 35% commonly quoted for parish surveys of 

this type. 

On Sunday 1st April the Working Group presented the Survey findings back to the village and 

held two Q&A sessions with villagers. 
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Executive Summary 

The Baltonsborough Parish Survey conducted in February 2012 shows that residents’ biggest 

wish for the village is that development is ‘controlled and gradual’. 

The village is most liked for its rural, peaceful nature, community spirit and shop/village hall 

facilities; while least liked are issues with housing/development and speeding vehicles. 

Many residents say they would like to keep the village as it is. But, accepting that there must 

be some development, 3 out of 4 villagers (73%) would prefer this to be between 1 and 20 

new houses over the next 5 years; and more than half of these (55%) want between 1 and 

10. 

One of the clearest findings from the survey is that 86% of villagers want smaller scale 

developments up to a maximum size of 10 houses. More than 2 out of 3 of these (71%) 

would prefer building on 1 or 2 house plots or groups of up to 5 houses. 

There is a strong preference for 2-3 bed privately owned housing, with a number 

recognizing that more affordable starter homes would help local and younger people. 

In considering new developments, the findings of the Like/Dislike event were confirmed, 

with 9 out of 10 villagers agreeing on a dozen ‘important’ factors to observe when planning 

new developments. Below are the top six: 

- Retaining a Post Office and village store (99% said ‘very’ or ‘fairly important’) 

- Avoiding issues with sewage (95%) 

- Preserving cherished history, walks and views (94%) 

- High quality layout, design and build (93%) 

-            Avoiding issues with flooding (93%) 

-            Having new build in keeping with traditional rural village (92%) 

When asked their views on a selection of sites on a plan provided by Mendip for potential 

development, the highest number by some margin (65%) said ‘definitely should not build’ 

on BAL003A, for which there has been a recent  proposal for a larger new housing estate 

next to the Church and the Mill Stream.  

Notable among the other responses was that sites with lower opposition tended to be those 

that were already developed or being developed (what can people do about it?); and sites 

further away from where larger numbers of villagers live (i.e. ‘not in their backyard’). 
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The footpaths, bridleways and droves are a significant part of the village experience, with 

84% using them regularly (at least several times a month) for walking and general 

relaxation; 63% use them daily or several times a week. 

Three out of 4 residents (75%) are ‘concerned’ about speeding vehicles in the village; while 

9 out of 10 consider it  ‘important’ with any new developments that the level of additional 

traffic is controlled (92%) and provide enough off-street parking (91%). 

The orchards in and around the village are much valued, with 59% ‘strongly agreeing’ and 

85% overall ‘agreeing’ that more should be done to preserve and maintain these. 

There is little paid employment currently conducted from the home (22%) or elsewhere in 

the village (7%) and the majority of villagers (64%) are OK with that.  But among those that 

showed an interest in village employment half (51%) showed an interest in retail premises 

and small/light industrial units. 

Most villagers (2 out of 3) are ‘content’ or ‘unconcerned’ about the provision of public 

transport to the village. 

Around half the residents are ‘concerned’ about sewage and flood management in the 

village, with most concern for the latter focussed on the Church, Mill Leat and Martin Street 

areas. 

The vast majority of villagers (9 out of 10) are content with the water and power supplies; 

but few (13%) are content with the fact that there is no mains gas supply into the village. 

With telecommunications, land line connections cause little ‘concern’ (7%), but the weak 

mobile phone signal is a ‘concern’ for many (64%). Half of the village (49%) are also 

‘concerned’ about broadband connections. 

The second most popular wish for the village after ‘controlled and gradual development’ is 

to have some eating out or café facilities. 
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Recommendations 

1. The Parish Survey provides robust insight into the views and wishes of the village. The 

Working Group therefore recommends that the findings of the research data be used by 

Baltonsborough Parish Council and Mendip District Council to help guide decisions when 

considering planning applications within the village. 

 

2. There is a strong preference held by 86% of residents for smaller scale developments of 

less than 10 houses, with 3 out of 4 of these wanting them to be 1 or 2 house plots or 

smaller groups up to a maximum of 5 houses. It is therefore recommended that no 

individual new developments exceed 10 houses. 

 

3. Given the importance put on preserving cherished history, walks and views, and fields 

and orchards within the village, it is recommended that preference be given to 

developments that minimise impact on these. 

 

4. Sewage and flooding are particular concerns. It is therefore recommended that any 

proposed developments avoid high risk areas and/or be required to provide evidence 

that they will not exacerbate the current situation. 

 

5. In considering the layout and build of new developments, 9 out of 10 villagers agree on a 

number of other ‘important factors’ (high quality of design, using traditional materials, 

building in keeping with traditional rural village, allowing enough space around houses 

and blending them in well, controlling traffic levels and providing off-street parking). It is 

therefore recommended that any proposed plans demonstrate how well they address 

these factors. 

 

6. The shop/Post Office is a very highly valued village amenity used by the whole village 

(97%), which virtually all (99%) wish to retain. It is therefore recommended that, if 

required, special proactive efforts be made to ensure that the long term future of this 

facility is secure. 

 

7. The proposed development site BAL003A has the largest opposition in the village, with 

65% of villagers saying ‘definitely should not build’’ on the site. Given this and the strong 

preference for smaller scale developments, preserving cherished history, walks and 

views, and avoiding areas with potential sewage and flooding issues, it is recommended 

that the large development proposal for this sensitive site in front of the 15th century, 

Grade 1 listed Church and the Mill Stream should not be approved. 
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8. The issue of speeding vehicles within the village is a concern voiced by many. It is 

therefore recommended that specific traffic calming measures be explored by the Parish 

Council. 

 

9. With 85% of villagers agreeing that more should be done to help preserve and maintain 

orchards in and around the village, it is suggested those most interested consider 

forming a community group to help orchard owners. For example, an annual mistletoe 

collection program could help pay for the removal work involved. 

 

10. There is little employment in the village, but there is interest in the opportunity of 

small/light industrial and retail premises; and there is clear appetite among residents to 

have some eating out or café facilities. It is therefore recommended that proposals for 

development that help meet this demand be viewed positively. 

 

11. Poor mobile reception in the village is a concern for many (64%). It is therefore 

suggested that those interested explore if there are now ways this could be enhanced by 

the network operators without negatively impacting the village in other ways. 

 

12. This Community Led Plan is submitted to the Parish Council with the request that it be 

accepted. It will then be presented on to Mendip District Council. Under the Localism 

Act, it is in essence an ‘advisory’ plan, which the Councils, in accepting the evidence 

presented, will ‘take into account’ when considering planning applications and decisions 

affecting the parish of Baltonsborough. 

There is, however, opportunity under the Localism Act to go the next level to produce a 

Neighbourhood Plan for the parish which has legal status (i.e. enforceable). Given the 

high level of concern within the village to have ‘controlled and gradual development’, it 

is recommended that the people of Baltonsborough take the next step to develop a 

Neighbourhood Plan. We are advised by Mendip that this may take another 9-12 

months and result in a Village Referendum to approve the Plan. 

With the approval of the Community Led Plan, the remit of this Working Party is 

complete. But it is recommended that the Community form a new Working Party to take 

the work forward to produce the Baltonsborough Neighbourhood Plan. 
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