
BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting held on Thursday 4 January 2018
Village Hall Committee Room at 7:30pm

M I N U T E S 
PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME / COMMENTS & COUNTY COUNCIL & DISTRICT & COUNCIL REPORT – CC & DC unable to attend.
Attendees: Cllr Blackburn, Everitt, Martin, Buckle, Maddock, Wotton

Clerk: C Aldridge
Cllr Blackburn welcomed everyone to the meeting wishing them a Happy New Year.

Five members of the public were present, and discussions took place surrounding the planning application on the agenda and several concerns were raised regarding the application by residents.

A485: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Medlicott, Jordain 
A486: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct.  None declared.
A487: APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: To agree the minutes of the Parish Council held on 2 December 2017. Cllr Martin proposed that the minutes were signed as a true and correct record of the meeting held, unanimously agreed.
A488: PLANNING APPLICATIONS

2017/3121/HSE – Two storey rear extension and French doors to replace window/door on front elevation.  Lilac Cottage, Ham Street, Baltonsborough.  The PC discussed the proposed planning application and decided they were unable to make an informed decision as there were serious inaccuracies in the measurements and therefore were unable to make comments as the plans were inaccurate. Cllr Blackburn proposed refusal which was unanimously agreed.  The PC would be happy to look at the plans again when accurate plans are prepared when there is a clearer picture of their planning proposal. 
A489: FINANCIAL MATTERS

Clerk’s Salary - £189.00

Keith Rollason’s Invoice for Footpath maintenance - £550.00
Cllr Maddock proposed the cheques were signed, unanimously agreed.
A490: CLERK’S REPORT

Bank Reconciliation – Current Account £3046.29, Play Park Account £11,121.56, Reserve Account £8091.20

Parish News – February 2018
RECEIPTS: £50.00 Mendip Lottery
A491: BUDGET & PRECEPT FOR 2018/2019

Set budget for 2018/9 & consider Precept
The clerk presented the budget for the next financial year.  Discussions took place on how much the precept should be set at and Cllr Blackburn recommended an increase of £2,000 which will set the precept at £15,000, unanimously agreed.  The clerk to complete the paperwork and return the request to MDC. 
A492: VILLAGE HALL & PLAYING FIELDS TRUST 
Cllr Buckle said that Don is going to look at the gaps in the hedge and Tom is going to raise the shelter.  There are two fundraising events scheduled, a Brue Boys concert on 17 February and Casino Night on 28 April.  The village hall floor has been refurbished over the Christmas/New Year period.
A493: WAR MEMORIAL
Colin McNamee advised the PC’s that the edging stones are slowly being dislodged by tree roots and he recommended remedial work to re-position the stones, which would involve removing those affected and cutting some tree roots back along the rear perimeter and re-fixing the stones back to maintain the curve. 
The metal fence, which was original installed to keep animals off, is making pruning of the beech hedge difficult and is not easy to paint and he suggested the PC consider having the metal hedge dug out or cut off just below ground level, so it is not left protruding.  Cllr Blackburn thanked Colin for his continued upkeep of the memorial and proposed that he go ahead and get estimates for the work to be carried out, unanimously agreed.
The shell was renovated but the work was not completed and there is corrosion between the copper place and the shell, as this is Grade II listed, Colin will seek permission from English Heritage to complete the work. 

The three benches in the village need their bronze plaques renovated and Cllr Blackburn proposed that Colin get an estimate for this work, unanimously agreed.

A494: VILLAGE SHOP 
Cllr Blackburn reported that there is enthusiasm in village with the proposal of a community shop and there is another meeting on 21 January.
A495: FINGERPOSTS
Cllr Martin & Wotton reported that nothing will happen until the weather improves in the Spring.

A496: MENDIP LOCAL PLAN PART II – Sites & Policies – Notification of a proposed local green space
Cllr Blackburn urged everyone to have a detail look at the information and will invite Liz Payne to the next PC meeting, so we can take advise before making comments, unanimously agreed.
A497: CORRESPONDENCE – emails forward during the month etc.  Consider donations to Mendip District Council & St Margaret’s Hospice, Notice of termination of SID’s, SWP December 2017.

Cllr Blackburn proposed donating £250.00 to Mendip Community Transport, unanimously agreed, and a cheque was raised and signed. 
Agenda next month to nominate charities for donation.  

A498: DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 1ST February 2018 in the Village Hall Committee Room commencing 7:30pm
Meeting closed at 21:05
SIGNED: _______________________________   DATE: ______________________

NAME: 

______________________________________

Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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