
  BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting held on Thursday 5th September 2019
Village Hall Committee Room at 7:30pm

M I N U T E S
PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME / COMMENTS & COUNTY COUNCIL & DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT – Not present
Prior to the start of the meeting, there will be a public session which, at the Chairman’s discretion may last up to 15 minutes, to enable members of the public to ask questions of and make comment to the Council.  Members of the public are asked to restrict their comments and/or questions to three minutes.  This section is not part of the formal meeting of the Council. 
There were five members of the public attending the meeting who attended to discuss the progress of the village shop and item Road Safety.  
There has been an accident which involved a resident and tractor driver who came out of a field onto Ham Street, the vehicle was damaged when it went into a hedge to avoid the tractor and the driver of the car incurred some minor injuries.  The hedging is overgrown making visibility difficult turning onto the road where the accident happened. 

Other residents on Ham Street reported regular speeding vehicles including farm traffic since moving to the village.  
Another resident came with enthusiastic ideas for putting a proposal to get a community shop started.  Cllr Phillips  said some of the work had been done so there is a business plan in place, however the problem was that the rent being charged would not have made it a viable proposition.   Cllr Blackburn proposed the community shop group reinvestigate a plan to include Mr Morris.  Cllr Wotton said this was not an issue relating to the PC but would support any proposal to bring a shop back to the village. 
A733: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Medlicott
A734: CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
One application from Mary Phillips has been received and for the two council vacancies, Cllr Blackburn proposed that Mary was co-opted to the PC which was unanimously agreed.  Mary signed an acceptance of office and declaration of interest forms will be completed and returned to the Clerk.  Mary was given a copy of the PC’s standing orders.  Another application had been received from Malcom Dykes but he was unable to attend this meeting but would be co-opted at the next meeting. 
A735: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct.  Cllr Phillips declared that she was a committee member of Honeymead Garden Society. 
A736: APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes had been circulated and ready by the council prior to the meeting. Cllr Everitt proposed the minutes were signed as a true and correct record of events, unanimously agreed. 
A737: PLANNING APPLICATIONS

2019/1826/FUL – Proposed conversion of barn into dwelling.  Old Farm, Southwood Lane
Cllr Blackburn recommended approval, unanimously agreed.
2019/2062/LBC – Proposed conversion of barn into dwelling.  Old Farm, Southwood Lane
Cllr Blackburn recommend approval, unanimously agreed
2019/1898/VRC – Application to vary condition 2 (drawings) of planning approval 2019/0791/FUL to increase the length of the building by 1m and re-arrangement of fenestration.  Orchard Neville House, Ham Street
Cllr Wotton proposed the decision be left to the planning officer.  

2019/1877/VRC – Application to vary condition 2 (replacement of drawing no R70/SK14 Rev A drawing R70/SK14 Rev E of planning approval 2017/0522/FUL (Erection of dwelling) to allow the use of the first floor above the approved garage as a home/office.  Orchard Neville House, Ham Street.  Cllr Wotton proposed the decision be left to the planning officer. However, the PC has increasing concerns about the number of alterations coming through the process and that the woodland had still not been replaced.  The clerk to make these comments by email to MDC. 
Cllr Blackburn proposed that if further alterations should be put before the council them Mr & Mrs Crouch should be contacted to give and update.

2019/2094/LBC – Installation of 4 No rooflights.  Northwood Farm, Coxbridge Drove, Coxbridge.  Cllr Maddock proposed the decision is left to the planning officer, unanimously agreed. 
A738: PLANNING DECISIONS

2019/1600/NMA – Application for a non-material amendment to permission 2019/0256/HSE for a single storey extension to the rear of the property and replacement/enlargement of the first-floor window to the rear of the property.  2 Gilberts Corner, Burnetts Lane, Baltonsborough.  Approved 
2019/0763/HSE – Erection of first floor extension and new covered entrance to roadside elevation and erection of boundary wall.  Valley House, Ham Street. Refused.
2019/1390/FUL – Erection of 2-bedroom bungalow.  Church Cottage, Church Walk, Baltonsborough.  Approved with conditions. 

2019/1538/HSE - Construction of carport/garage. Valley House, Ham Street.  Approved with conditions

Ask Mendip why they approved this application.  Cllr Wotton to compose a letter to MDC to ask this question.
A739: FINANCE
Clerk’s Salary - £422.40 (July & August Salary)

Clerk’s Expenses - £34.30

SPFA Inspection Report £80.00

SALC Invoice for Code of Conduct Training - £30.00

BT Final Invoice - £48.73
Cllr Maddock proposed the cheques were signed, unanimously agreed.  
Consideration was given to the request for a donation to Baltonsborough Village Show Road Run.  Cllr Blackburn proposed we write declining as we already give money to all village groups.   
Consider letter from Honeymead Garden Allotment for donation.  Cllr Wotton read the letter to the PC and Cllr Blackburn proposed a donation of be given £250.00, unanimously agreed.
740: CLERK’S REPORT 
Bank Reconciliation – Current Account £7,650.22 Play Park Account £18,014.84

RECEIPTS £25.67 & £22.63

Parish News – October 2019 – Planning – Co-option – Speeding raised by public and PC engaged in collaborative strategies.  SID 3 volunteers need more. BONFIRES
A741: PLAY PARK INSPECTION REPORT – Discuss the report
Cllr Maddock has inspected the park on a weekly basis and gone through the inspection report.  The entrapment  issue on the report did not relate directly to our gates it is a general issue.  The funnel on the train is slightly wobbly and needs tightening. There is a well worn hole round the tunnel and would be solved by replacing with artificial grass.  The bolts on the Twin Towers slightly loose but just needs an Allen key and the protective matting underneath the agility climber needs weeding, all these repairs could be done by the Groundsman. Cllr Maddock will contact FAWNS as there are two protective caps missing from the cradle swing. need to weed protective matting underneath the agility climber.
SPFA Field of the Year Competition – Friday 6th September, unable to attend Clerk to email apologies. 
A742: HIGHWAYS - ROAD SAFETY

Discuss Community Speed Watch

SID Programme - sufficient volunteers (3) now to put in place
Email from Joan Birch ref parking in Dunford Terrace – the clerk to reply that the PC do not have the powers to
provide permanent parking spaces for the residents of Dunford Terrace. 

Email from Mary Smith regarding recent accident on Ham Street
Cllr Wotton explained the PC have been focusing on speeding in the last couple of meetings and are investigating buying some digital devices but questions the validity of the data and the Police’s capacity to doing anything with the information.   The PC is hoping to co-opt Malcolm Dykes to the councillor vacancy at the next meeting and he has is a road safety officer so would like to get his expertise before making a decision.

Cllr Wotton has had a meeting with the local farmers and talked about agricultural vehicles and safety and has drafted a protocol for them to adhere to a speed however no response has been received to date.  Farming is part of our way of life and technology has changed the size of the vehicles using our roads so we need to create a greater awareness of safety in the village and farmers have a responsibility to drive safely through the village.

Cllr Wotton proposed the PC agree what should be in the code of conduct and come up with something acceptable within the next two months which was unanimously agreed.  Cllr Blackburn proposed that we also set up the community speed watch again as we now have enough volunteers.  The clerk to follow up.
A743: VILLAGE HALL & PLAYING FIELDS TRUST 
email request from Jackie for another dog waste bin.
Cllr Blackburn has contacted Annie for contacts and she will attend the Village Hall meeting next Thursday to discuss where the bin should be erected and report back at the next meeting.
Cllr Wotton said there had been a break in at the cricket pavilion nothing has been taken but there was some damage where they had climbed in.  Cllr Wotton will discuss with Cricket Club committee. 
A744: ENVIRONMENT – Bonfires in the village.  Cllr Maddock reported a bonfire on Mulchelney Road on two consecutive days during August.  She contacted the person responsible who put it out.  Notice to be put in parish news regarding the nuisance bonfires cause to neighbours. 
A745: CORRESPONDENCE – NALC Public Sector Bodies (websites & mobile applications) Regulations 2018, Parish & Community Council Meetings, Somerset Rights of Way Newsletter, 5th Edition Marking the death of a Senior National Figure, SWP Q&A Plastics, Route 60+ Event, Councillors’ Guide to Intimidation, SCC County Report, VAT for Local Councils Training, SPFA Annual Report, Councillor Essentials Training, Castle Cary 19th September, NALC Annual Conference October, Policy Consultation E-Briefing 9/19 Independent Review into Local Government Audit, SWP Briefing September.  The clerk said that Butleigh have already advertised the Route 60+ event and asked if there was any need to have one in Baltonsborough as the villages were so close.  
A746: AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING – Dog waste bin, update Road Safety Situation, Co-Opting.
A747: DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 3rd October 2019 at 7:30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall

SIGNED: _______________________________   DATE: ______________________

NAME: 
______________________________________

Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council

CA/2016
The meeting closed at 9:15
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