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Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 6th  September  2012 
7.30 pm – Village Hall

 M I N U T E S

Present:  
Steve Everitt(Chair) , Jeremy Wright , Martin McDowell,  Kevin Sherrard, Ali Blackburn, Jackie Buckle,  Mike Tucker & Angela Roberts(Parish Clerk)

Apologies:
 Maxine Cotton & Nigel Woollcombe Adams
	Item
	Details
	Action to be taken by
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	The Meeting Opened at 7.31pm
The meeting adjourn 7.32pm
Questions from the public:

Sean Reynolds gave a presentation of possible development on land  at South View Martin Street. This development would include the purchase of the current Post Office. This would be retained and let as a viable concern so that the village would not lose this very valuable asset to the Village. The site size would be one acre (entire site measures 3 acres) and would contain 10 units for sale on the open market.

Eight members of the public attended the meeting and questions were raised. These varied from cross subsidy of this proposal, footpaths, parking, guarantee of the Posts Office’s future etc. No definite plans had been drawn up or submitted to Mendip District Council at this stage.
Meeting re-convened  8.15pm
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	Approval of previous minutes – 5th July 2012
The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. One minor error was noted in 186 which was amended, it was proposed by Cllr.McDowell  that these be signed by the chairman – council agreed – motion passed.
Approval of the minutes on the 26th July 2012
The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by
 Cllr Tucker that these minutes be signed by the chairman – council agreed – motion passed.
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(a)

(b)

(c)
	Planning matters :
Planning application – 2012/1914
Conversion of a store to an office, rebuilding of structurally unsound walls and roof within store and garage cavity construction @ Hambush Farm, Muchelney Road. Baltonsborough BA6 8QD – Householder P/A
Declaration of Interest – there were none.

This application was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Blackburn that the final decision be left to the planning officer. Council agreed – motion passed..
Planning Application. 2012/ 1929
Conversion of office as above. Listed building consent

Declaration of interest – there were none

This application was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Blackburn that the final decision be left to the planning officer so that the Listed Building regulations are adhered to. Council Agreed – motion passed.

Planning application 2012/1680

Removal of existing conservatory and rear porch, replacement with single storey extension @ Hambush Farm, Muchelney Road, Baltonsborough BA6 8QD

Declaration of Interest.
There were none.
This application was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr McDowell that this application be refused on the grounds that it was out of keeping and did not fall in line with a listed building permitted development design plan. Vote was 6 for with one abstention.
Planning application 2012/1836 Demolition of existing barn and erection of farm shop and agricultural store @ Verland Green Farm, Martin Street. Baltonsborough.
Declaration of Interest. Clerk granted a dispensation to Councillors present as there was no pecuniary interest with this application.

The above application was discussed. It was proposed by Cllr Sherrard that this application be approved with the comments / recommendations that it was passed subject to a legal agreement for protection of existing village PO and shop. Vote was 6 for and one abstention. Motion passed.
Correspondence: Approvals, Refusals etc..

Appeal – Planning Board Meeting 2011/2832 – 2011/2830 15th August 2012 The erection of 8 affordable Housing Units @ Talbots Orchard, Ham Street, Baltonsborough. Erection of dwelling with garage, parking & new access as above.This application was passed by the Planning Board at MDC.
Approval

Planning application 2012/1191 Approval of reserved matters @ Hestover Farm, Martin Street. Baltonsborough.
Planning application 2012/1167

Grant of planning Permission with conditions – two storey side extension @ 6, St. Annes Close, Baltonsborough.
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    (iii)
(i)
	Matters arising from the minutes 5th & 26th July 2012
Cllr Sherrard – Solar Park.

Cllr Sherrard to draft letter to a request that low level planting be done to

Screen the site. Cllr Tucker to follow up letter requesting donation for playpark equipment prior to the letter being sent. -agenda next meeting.
Cllr Tucker / McDowell – Play park extension quotes – skate board park.

Further quotes had been received. An above ground option has been received for £31000. A below ground concrete pipe would cost between £40 – 80K depending on size. It was decided that a working party be formed to develop plans for a skate park Cllr Tucker & Cllr McDowell. Information to be passed to Cllr Cotton re funding options. Agenda next month
Cllr McDowell – Playpark bench –
Firm quote has been received £845.00 for the bench, base & fitting. Agenda                    
Cllr Tucker – Broadband availability – Village Hall. BT have quoted £23 per month for Broadband & WIFI @ The Village Hall.
It was proposed by Cllr Everitt that Cllr Tucker approach the Village Hall Trust to see if they are prepared to pay 50 % of the costs to provide this facility for the Village. Vote unanimous – motion carried.

St. Dunstans Stone.
Letter has been received from Goldsmiths who have advised us they have no further interest in any involvement with St. Dunstans Stone.

It was proposed by Cllr Everitt that we approach the Glastonbury Abbey Curator for advice and support in safeguarding/ maintaining the stone in the future.  
Planning Presentation.  See below  Agenda next meeting.
Members Declaration of Interest. The seven completed declarations have been handed to the Clerk who will forward them to the Monitoring Officer at MDC. Together with a copy of the recently adopted Code of Conduct.
Standing Orders: a draft copy had been circulated to the councillors by the Clerk. It was proposed by Cllr Everitt  that a working party be set up work  through the standing orders in details and report back next meeting. Councillors agreed motion passed.
Financial Regulations. A draft copy had been circulated to the councillors prior to the meeting. These were discussed and the following amendments were proposed.

Approval of expenditure . Items committing the Parish Council to expenditure of less than £250.00 can be decided during the meeting at which the item is raised for consideration and decision. Proposed Cllr Everitt – council agreed motion passed.

Section 135 payments.

The first ceiling will be £1000, over which three quotes must be obtained,

Proposed Cllr Everitt - council agreed – motion passed

Second ceiling will be £5000 over which quotes must be received in a sealed envelope. Proposed Cllr Buckle – council agreed motion passed.

Millstream Ownership.

River Bank - Cllr McDowell had received written confirmation that the Environment had agreed to increase the height of the river bank. Then cover the bank with terram to help stop bank erosion .
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	Cheques for signature:
Clerk salary as agreed July & August 2012 - 
HMRC Tax Clerk £
Village Hall Hire 6th Sept 2012  £12.00

Playpark re-imbursement Cllr McDowell – awaiting invoice.

War Memorial Gates update £150.00

It was proposed by Cllr Everitt that these cheque be signed , council agreed - motion passed.

Payments for consideration.

Honeymead Association £250.00 (S137) – awaiting more details.
Moore Stephens Audit Costs £144.00

SALC Councillor training £60.00

Playpark bench – proforma invoice requested.
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	Monies Received: 
None
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	County Council Report/District Council Report;
No one present 
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	Village Hall & Playing Field- 
Annual Flower Show – poor weather affected attendance
Curtains have now been received and fitted.
Suggestion that the Parish Council have a stall / stand next year to answer any questions/ queries from the public.
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	Website –  ongoing.
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	Play Park – 
A toddler Basket has been suggested to replaced a swing seat. 
Cllr McDowell cost for next meeting Agenda Item
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	Items from Councillors:
Cllr Everitt proposed that a draft letter be prepared by Cllr  Everitt regarding the presentation in the public section of the Parish Council Meeting tonight which will be discussed at the next meeting. Council agreed – motion passed.
Maintaining of the verges in Church Lane. In the past the hedges in Church Lane had been maintained by Mr. Clapp. There was a query over the upkeep and maintenance of the verges. It was proposed that Cllr. Blackburn contact Highways to see if was possible for these to be included in the bi-annual maintenance already carried out in other parts of the village. Council agreed motion passed. Agenda next month.

Drain Cover, Old Chapel, Ham Street. Cllr McDowell to contact highways. Report back next meeting. Agenda next month
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	Items from the Clerk:. 
.E.Mail circulation – no questions, queries or follow up requested.
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	Items at Chairman discretion
Clerk Pay Review. Cllr Everitt to contact Peter Lacey for current pay scales. Agenda Next Meeting.
	

	
	Date, time and place of next meeting

Next full monthly meeting take place on 4th October 2012 7.30pm.
Meeting closed at 10.30pm

	


SIGNED:  ________________________  Date:  ___________
NAME:  ______________________________  Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council             
