
BALTONSBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting held on Thursday 3 September 2015
The Village Hall at 7.30pm

M I N U T E S
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cllr Blackburn, Everitt, Buckle, Payne and Tucker 
ELECTORS QUESTION TIME & COMMENTS

Councillor Blackburn opened the meeting at 7:34pm and welcomed three members of the public to the meeting.
A discussion took place regarding the Mendip Local Plan Part II. 
A64: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Medlicott
A65: COUNTY COUNCIL AND DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT – Not present
A66: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Members to declare any interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
A67: APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting on 6 August 2015 had been distributed prior to the meeting and there were no corrections.

Cllr Buckle proposed the minutes be signed, unanimously agreed.
A68: PLANNING APPROVAL – 2015/0285/REM – 40 houses Land north of Church Lane. Cllr Blackburn passed round the approval notification for information.
A69: PLAY PARK – There were no items for discussion.
A70: TOOTLE BRIDGE -  There have been new long vehicle warning signs erected to alert large vehicles of the bridge and the council agreed there was little else that could be done. 
This item will be taken off the agenda. 
A71: AVALON MARSHES PROJECT – The cheque reimbursement has been banked and this item will be taken off the agenda.
A72: MENDIP LOCAL PLAN PART II
· Robert Peto attended the meeting as a representative of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee. There was a lengthy discussion regarding the implications of this Plan. It was agreed that in the first instance everyone should bring themselves up to speed on the Strategy and Policies set out in the adopted MDC Local Plan Part I, and in particular the sections on Environment, Historic Building, The Rural Economy, Transport, Housing and Design. www.mendip.gov.uk/localplan.  Mr Peto will email the original Neighbourhood Plan Committee for their participation in the forthcoming drop in sessions.
Cllr Payne will attend the Mendip Neighbourhood Planning Forum on Tuesday 16th October 2015.
The public consultation drop in session at Baltonsborough Village Hall Thursday 1 October between 2pm and 8pm will be advertised on the Parish notice boards.  
Cllr Blackburn proposed, unanimously agreed. Agenda next month.
A73: POST BOX
· A member of the public gave Cllr Blackburn a contact at Glastonbury Sorting Office who would look favourably at reinstating a post box in the centre of the village.  Cllr Blackburn will ring them and discuss the most appropriate site for the new post box and report back at the next meeting.
Cllr Everitt proposed, Cllr Payne agreed. Agenda next month.
A74: COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
· Cllr Blackburn circulated the application form of Fiona Maddock to the council.  Cllr Payne raised an objection as Mr & Mrs Maddock had ignored a highways safety issue at Hambush Farm - minute reference A:42 (2 July) A:61 (6 August) Cllr Everitt and Buckle agreed this might be a conflict of interest.  It was proposed that Cllr Blackburn ring Mrs Maddock explaining the Parish Council’s concern.  Her application will be kept by the clerk and reconsidered at the next meeting.

Cllr Everitt proposed, unanimously agreed.  Agenda next month.

A75: FINANCE
· Clerk’s Salary - £184.40

· Clerk’s Expenses - £19.75
· Grant Thornton - £25.00
Cllr Everitt proposed the cheques were signed, unanimously agreed.  The cheque for Grant Thornton did not include VAT and therefore will be reissued for £30.00 and signed after the meeting.
A76: VILLAGE HALL & PLAYING FIELD TRUST – Cllr Tucker and Buckle discussed the current position of the Trust.  The long term future is looking brighter with a new Chairman Don Carter, and there are plans to generate income through letting the playing fields to caravan clubs.  The pre-school licence had not been discussed at the meeting in August but would be on the VH&PFT September agenda.  Cllr Blackburn to contact Don Carter to discuss.
A77: WEBSITE – There were no items for discussion.

A78: ITEMS FROM COUNCILLORS - Cllr Payne was asked by a member of the public if signs could be erected on both sides of Martin Street outside the Farm Shop where there is no pavement.  It was proposed Cllr Blackburn phone Highways and report back at next month’s meeting.  Proposed Cllr Everitt, unanimously agreed. 
Defibrillator Training has still not been put in place. Cllr Everitt is in contact with South West Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust and will have an update at the next meeting.
Parish News October edition – to include company concerned and confirmation of a date is expected by the next meeting.  
A79: INFORMATION ITEMS FROM CLERK
· an update on the Post Box, notify residents of the drop in session MDC have organised to answer questions on the Local Plan Part II and Defribulator training if a date is arranged before the parish news deadline.
A80: CORRESPONDENCE 
· The clerk read an email response from Somerset County Council which has asked the owners of Hambush Farm to remove the wooden edging as they are an obstruction on the highway.  
· A letter from The Citizens Advice Centre was read out informing the Council that the mobile service was being discontinued and the last visit to Baltonsborough had been on 1 September 2015.

A81: ITEMS AT CHAIRMAN’S DISCRETION - None
A82: DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 1 October 2015 at 8pm Village Hall Committee Room.  The meeting will start later to enable Councillors to attend the Local Plan Drop In Session prior to the meeting.
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.38pm
SIGNED: _______________________________   DATE: ______________________

NAME: _________________________________

Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council 
CA/2015


