MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

1 September 2005
At 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox






Bill Leung



Jackie Buckle




Martyn Underdown
Clerk


Ken Maddock

MDC  [arrived 2030]




There were no members of the public.

2.
Apologies.

Rosemary Flack 
Item Two

Minutes of the Meeting of 7 July
3.
Corrections.  The spelling of Mr Layzell’s name to be corrected throughout.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes [7 July]
5.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  No communication could be established with Jeff Bunting of the Highways Agency, despite Christine Fox calling into his office.  It was decided to elevate the problem to the County Councillor.  See Item Seven.
Action 2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [7 July]
6.
6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  Hugh Tetlow of the Highways Agency says he will be using the existing signpost, moved into view.  
Action 6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  
7.
7/7/05.1 – Clerk.  To Check the Financial Regulations on Tendering.  The Clerk gave the following report.  If BPC expects that the resultant price for work will be greater than £1000 without VAT and sends out 3 Invitations to Tender, it does not necessarily have to receive 3 returns.  If one or two returns are received, the members must consider the risk involved in accepting one of these.  If the minutes show that they believe the risk to be acceptable, that they do not think the sum exorbitant and that they think the firm can do the job competently, then they may accept that quote.  Prices expected below £1000 do not require 3 tenders to be sought.  
8.
Expenditure over £100 has to be notified on the agenda for approval/discussion at the next meeting.  Costs that arise as part of general business below £100 can be approved at the meeting that this sum arises.









Action Complete.
9.
7/7/05.2 – Chairman.
  Progress on Playpark Lease Working Party.  This action is transferred into Item Twelve.








Action Complete.
10.
3/3/05.6 – Vice-chairman.  Tootle Bridge Signage and Repairs.  Kevin Sherrard has received an email [filed under Messages In] on 3 August giving the MDC rationale for the work and signage around Tootle Bridge.  Whilst not entirely happy with the explanations the matter was closed, noting that the work will now commence on 19 September – and will include repairs from the recent damage!  The alternative route notice will be placed in the Post Office.








Action Complete.
11.
4/5/05.4 – Clerk.  To Update Management of National Investment Savings Account.  At the last meeting, Council agreed that Shirley Slade, Christine Fox and William Leung be authorised to sign for activities on the National Savings Investment Account.  Now those minutes have been signed, a copy can be forwarded to NS&I and this item concluded.  








Action Complete.
12.
8/6/05.3 – Chairman.
To Progress Affordable Housing.  A meeting was held on 14 July.  Those present were Shirley Slade, Jackie Buckle and Christine Fox from the BPC; Jonathon Layzell,  the Senior Rural Housing Enabler; Vaughan Lake, the Hastoe Housing Association [HHA] representative; and Paul Miller from MDC.
13.
The original village survey identified a requirement for 3 to 4 units.  HHA would prefer to build 6 to 8 units as most economic.  The majority to be for rent with the possibility of some shared equity, for which some enquiries have been made locally.  Hastoe’s policy does not allow full equity to be acquired thus preventing properties finding their way back onto the open market.  Eligibility would have a very strong bias towards local village connections.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [7 July]
14.
Of 3 landowners that have come forward so far, 2 sites are unsuitable and the third is still being assessed.  If anyone is, or knows of, any landowners that might want to participate, the landowners chould contact Jonathan Layzell [01823 331222], Vaughan Lake [01305 250103] or Paul Miller [01749 343399].  It is stressed that the BPC only acts as a facilitator for these men and their organisations now that the process is underway.   








Action Complete.
15.
8/6/05.4 – Chairman.
To Progress Trafalgar Weekend.  Whilst discussion of this topic started as a proposal to combine the Friends of the School Bonfire Night with a village celebration of the 200th anniversary of the Victory at Trafalgar on 21 October 2005, it opened up to cover the support that the BPC might give to community projects for the year.  After a lengthy debate on the relative merits of many claims, two ways forward were agreed.  First, the chairman was delegated to propose to the next Friends of the School meeting [to which she had been invited] that BPC wanted to support this combined effort with a community grant of £150.00.  A decision now awaited the outcome of that meeting.  This included the possible siting and lighting of a beacon in addition to the bonfire.  
16.
Secondly, 3 other causes were identified for support.  The Baltonsborough branch of the Royal British Legion is providing a concert and dinner for villagers in the Village Hall on 1 October.  A sum of £100.00 was proposed by Kevin Sherrard, seconded by Jackie Buckle and carried unanimously.  A village resident, Lee Godfrey, is representing Great Britain at the Triathalon World Championships.  A sum of £50.00 was proposed by Shirley Slade, seconded by William Leung and carried unanimously.  There will be another Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch this year and the BPC was prepared to support this.  [Post Meeting Note: It transpired that there is enough in the kitty from last year and no financial support will be requested for this year.]
17.
The Clerk summarised this item by saying that the sums proposed and awarded were eligible for grants under the S137 scheme and the total fell within the budget proposals set for the year.
Action 8/6/05.4 – Chairman.
To Progress Trafalgar Weekend.  
18.
8/6/05.9 – Chairman.
Response to BT Payphone Questionnaire.   In the Chairman’s response to BT she emphasised that any decision to remove the telephone box would be strongly resisted by the Parish Council and that the use of cards would be acceptable.  In reply, BT stated that the use of credit and debit cards would not be possible at cashless telephone boxes and apologised for any confusion.  Operator, Phonecards and emergency calls would still be possible.  BT stressed that no decision could be made by them and that the matter will be decided by the Ofcom, who will consider the extant Universal Service Obligations of BT.  No further action required.








Action Complete.
19.
7/7/05.3 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC – Coxbridge House Access.  Done.









Action Complete.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes [7 July]
20.
7/7/05.4 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC – Tilham Farm Holiday Let.  Done.  








Action Complete.
21.
7/7/06.5 – Chairman.
Letter of Thanks to Auditor.  Done.








Action Complete.
22.
7/7/05.6 – Clerk.  To Investigate Interim Funding for Playpark.  The Clerk and the Chairman met with Ros Wilkins of the Glastonbury Regeneration Fund and this was followed by a letter formally asking for help towards offsetting the initial costs for the Playpark.  Her advice and suggestions where most helpful and followed in the correspondence.  The matter is on the agenda at the next Area Board meeting on 7 September.
23.
The Clerk investigated The Somerset Foundation and they categorically said No to the type of activity we were seeking funds for.

24.
Awards For All was also approached.  They sent their leaflet and scrutiny of this showed that they fund new projects from the Lottery Fund.  Again, not what we are looking for.

Action 7/7/05.6 – Clerk.  To Investigate Interim Funding for Playpark.  
25.
7/7/05.7 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC – Festival Noise.  A letter, draft by the Vice-chairman, was sent to MDC under your letterhead.  The reply gave many reasons why the noise was under control and not giving offence to most communities.  The BPC noted this statement.








Action Complete.
26.
7/7/05.8 – Clerk.  To Advertise for New Councillors.  This was done in the Parish News and by posters on the Notice Boards.








Action Complete.




27.
7/7/05.9 – Clerk.  Resolution for Agenda.  This is on the agenda at Item Ten.









Action Complete.
28.
7/7/05.10 – Clerk/All.
 Views on Electoral Arrangements.  The letter was circulated to all members and the debate indicated that no further action was necessary at Parish Council level.








Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Matters 

29.
Approval – 109697/004 – Pear Tree Farm.  Councillors were informed of the letter of approval received and on file.
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30.
Application – 059707/002 – Hestover Farm.  Councillors strongly urged that the agricultural tie of this dwelling be maintained and enforced and noted that the location still seems to be away from the farm that it is to support.  This was in the earlier objection.  However, the new location close to a nearby bungalow did away with a ribbon development effect.  It was noted that there appears to be 2 anomalies in the Surveyors report for this outline application, namely:

            Para 3.4 and 3.6 seem not to agree who is to live at the dwelling.
            Para 6.11 is inaccurate in that the original application was withdrawn, not approved.

31.
Members voted by a majority with one abstention not to object to this outline planning application.  The Clerk was asked to convey this, together with the comments to Mendip District Council Planning Department.
Action 1/9/05.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.  
32.
Ash View Farm – Information.   An Enforcement Notice required that the use of temporary  residential accommodation at Ash View Farm cease by 31 August.  This has not happened.  A meeting with MDC had been requested prior to the deadline but illness of the Enforcement Officer prevented this.  Another date is planned before action is taken.  Continued illegal use may lead to prosecution.  
Item Six

Financial Items

33.
Cheques for Signature.  Following the discussions at Paragraphs 15 to 17 the following cheques were agreed.

£100.00 to Baltonsborough branch of the Royal British Legion.

£50.00 to Lee Godfrey.

34.
SLCC Subscription.  SLCC have written saying that the subscription is due for renewal on 1/10/05.  The Clerk stated he got good advice and background information from their literature and proposed renewal at the pro rata cost of £69.00.  Members agreed and the cheque will be presented next month.
35.
Footpath Contract.  The Footpath Clearance Operator has responded to a suggestion by the Chairman to include more footpaths.  It was agreed to add Cox’s Drive to St Anne's Close without additional hours.  The path from Ham Street to Lubborn Lane will be included with the addition of 12 extra hours work.  MDC have been persuaded to do the major clearance of the path from Tucker’s Lane to Burgess Lane and to do some removal of rubbish from some other areas.  Experience has shown that the use of a strimmer will be of benefit next year.  This will be included in the debate for renewal in the autumn.  
36.
Financial Regulations.  A copy of the amended Financial Regulations had been circulated for comment.  These are agreed and will be signed with the new date.
37.
External Audit.  The period available for inspection by the public is complete.  No one came forward to inspect the papers therefore these have been sent off to Moore Stephens.
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Item Seven

County Council Report
38.
Ken Maddock reported on the new proposals before the County Council regarding the ISIS Project.  This involved a financial and service provision partnership with the private sector.  There was great pressure on spending by the SCC and they propose that by bringing in business acumen and outsourcing services greater efficiencies could accrue.  The down side could be job insecurities with employees and value for money predictions.  Internal briefings were being conducted and advice proffered by MDC, who have embarked on this route.
39.
The council asked Ken Maddock to investigate the problem at the Highways Agency regarding the implementation of alterations to speed limits in Baltonsborough.  The Parish Council had been trying to effect this for 18 months with little cooperation from the agency.  He said he would investigate.

Item Eight

District Council Report
40.
Ken Maddock highlighted 3 items.  MDC were involved with the Boundary Commission investigating the imbalance of councillors and ward sizes in the District.  He had had meetings with town mayors and clerks reviewing the amounts and manner in which reserves had been depleted over a number of years and generally explaining how resources could be managed when precepts were declared.  These discussions were proving worthwhile and would be continued.  Finally, the new street cleaning contract was now underway.  The effects of this would be most noticeable in the towns and early signs were encouraging.
41.
The council asked Ken Maddock to investigate the impact of the new refuse bins that would be with the parish this November.  The particular point in question was the onus of liability should the bins be left on the public footway or highway after being emptied by the contractor and injury or damage be caused.  He said he would investigate.  

Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
42.
Jackie Buckle reported on the re-occurrence of vandalism on the roof and asked villagers to report any such vandalism to the police quickly.  Some electrical light maintenance was required and this was planned.  There had been extremely positive reaction to the bank holiday show event using the buildings and field.  The Blues Guitarist event on 7 October was identified as a future attraction.
Item Ten

To Debate the Resolution:
43.
“The Baltonsborough Parish Council agrees to take on the “Welcome to Baltonsborough” booklet and agrees to accept into its documentation and accounts all residual letters and cash from earlier work on this topic.  Further, it will become part of normal business and future work will be minuted accordingly.”

44.
Councillors had agreed in principle to take on the “Welcome to Baltonsborough” booklet at the last meeting.  Because this has financial and resource implications, this resolution now needs to be considered.  The debate quickly confirmed the need for the Parish Council to take on this task but because of the current vacancies it was not sure when this would be.  
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45.
Nevertheless, the money, £90.00, should be transferred into the accounts and the paperwork prepared for continuance of this project when possible.  The resolution was proposed by Christine Fox, seconded by William Leung and carried unanimously.
Item Eleven

Website
46.
Since launch, 2 factors have come to light.  The current address may be too complicated and use of baltonsborough.org.uk could be considered.  Bill Leung will investigate.  Secondly, there are few events listed.  This may be because third parties are unwilling to pass them on.  Bookings for the Hall could be included if the booking form was amended and Jackie Buckle will investigate.
Action 1/9/05.2 – William Leung.  Investigate Registration of New Address.
Action 1/9/05.3 – Jackie Buckle.  Investigate New Booking Format for Events.
Item Twelve
Future of the Playpark
47.
The Chairman gave a report of the working party discussions and conclusions for consideration by the council.

Having further considered the full financial and long term implications of the lease being proposed by MDC, the working party concluded that it would be in the villagers’ best interests for the council to go forward with the negotiations for purchase.  The Clerk and the Chairman will meet with Andrea Kent on 7 September to clarify certain issues including the maintenance of the western access [not included in the parcel of land designated] and confirmation of other boundary responsibilities.  Particularly of note is the apparent lack of any maintenance by MDC of the concrete supports and link fencing and the bank and stream on the south side.  All should be reflected in any agreed price.
There are big issues facing the council and village whether we lease or buy the land. One is the impact of a main sewer running [somewhere] diagonally across the park and another is the unexpected and potentially serious one of insurance cover for use of the equipment after maintenance or repair by contractors.  Those contacted to date immediately shied away from any playpark work on these grounds.

The aim of the Parish Council is still to upgrade existing equipment by improving access to the timber-framed multi-activity unit, installing a 4-seater swing and adding new equipment where possible.  To do this the Council must have the support of the villagers.  We can buy the land assuming a decent deal can be arranged.  To subsequently run it and apply for grants effectively a small management committee would be needed, preferably with parents involved supported by the Parish Council.
The working party proposes that a village meeting be called as soon as possible so that these problems can be aired and any views of interested parties obtained.  The meeting will call for any volunteers interested in retaining and improving this important village amenity.
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48.
The council appreciated the working party report and efforts and wholly supported them in their conclusion that an early village meeting was required.  Discussion highlighted the fact that the recent Neighbourhood Watch Meeting had been postponed and the decision was to call a combined meeting with this, the Speedwatch and the Playpark on the agenda.  The date agreed was the 29 September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

49.
Irrespective of any of the above, the grass will still need to be cut.  Enquiries had revealed that the best quote for the job was Quadron.  The details are held by the Chairman and further actions will have to wait until the lease is resolved.  MDC are responsible until November 2005.

50.
The work of the playpark working party will be a recurring agenda item whilst the level of activity persists.  All related actions will come under this umbrella action.

51.
The Clerk pointed out that the level of reserves at the present was high because of the anticipated purchase of new equipment for the playpark.  This will have to be taken into account in the precept preparations this autumn.
Item Thirteen
Budget for 2006/7

52.
The Clerk alerted councillors to the preparation of the Budget and Precept for the forthcoming financial year 2006/7.  Research was needed to be assured that the Assets and Risk Registers continue to be accurate and that insurance levels are commensurate with both.  This will be particularly relevant once the outcome of the playpark lease negotiations are complete.  A draft paper will be forwarded showing this year’s expenditure and any changes that are known for the following year.  The Budget will then be an agenda item for October, which in itself will be the preparation for setting the precept in November/December.  

Item Fourteen
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
53.
Wessex Water had found an illegal connection to the mains in Ham Street and said this was likely to be a cause of some of the smells being experienced.  The Environment Agency had been investigating suspected seepage from septic tanks and whether these could be connected to the mains.  Investigations on both these items continues.
54.
The resignation of Rosemary Flack was accepted with regret.  She was involved in much of the council’s activities and will be missed.
55.
A volunteer for co-option onto the council had come forward.  After consideration Ian Flack was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by the Vice-chairman and co-opted onto the council unanimously.  The Clerk will prepare his Introductory Pack.
Action 1/9/05.4 – Clerk.  Introduce New Councillor to Responsibilities.
56.
The Chairman introduced the leaflet from a group of cross-party MPs on The Sustainable Community.  The council agreed to take no further action.
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Item Fifteen
Items from Councillors
57.
Village maps were distributed to councillors to update their information packs.
58.
William Leung asked for repairs to the footway around Mill Leat.  The Clerk will forward this request to the Highways Agency.
Action 1/9/05.5 – Clerk.  Request Repairs to the Footway a Mill Leat.
59.
William Leung pointed out that the planning permission to Wessex Water for the Nutriox plant at Mill Leat required the planting of shrubs.  This to be hastened.
Action 1/9/05.6 – Clerk.  Hasten the Planting of Shrubs at Mill Leat.
Item Sixteen
Information Items from the Clerk
60.
Changes to Meals on Wheels.  Information on this topic has been received and a summary will be forwarded for information into the Parish News.
Action 1/9/05.7 – Clerk.  Advertise the Changes to Meals on Wheels.
61.
Parishes Information Bulletin.   There are three key presentations at the next Parish Forum on 22 September and these were identified for councillors.
62.
Highway Related Services – Questionnaire.  The Clerk was requested to forward this completed document to the Highways Agency.
Action 1/9/05.8 – Clerk.  Forward Questionnaire to Highways Agency.
63.
Statement on Community Involvement in Planning.  Councillors were made aware of this document and decided that no further action was required.  
64.
Deed of Rectification.  Work on this document has now been completed and registration at the Land Registry confirmed.  Copies of the new document are on file with the originals lodged with Chubb Bulleid in their strongroom.

Item Seventeen
Date of the Next Meeting

65.
Thursday 6 October at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
66.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.20pm.
SIGNED: [image: image1.jpg]


Date:  6 October 2005.
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council.
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