MINUTES

Baltonsborough Parish Council Meeting 

8 June 2005
7.15pm in the Village Hall
Item One

Attendance and Apologies
1.
Attendance.

Shirley Slade

Chairman
Kevin Sherrard
Vice Chairman


Christine Fox



Rosemary Flack


Jackie Buckle





Martyn Underdown
Clerk


1 member of the public.

2.
Apologies.


Bill Leung 

Rob Link
Ken Maddock
Item Two

Minutes of the Last Meeting dated 4 May 2005.
3.
These were accepted a correct and signed by the Chairman.
Item Three

Contributions and Questions from the Public
4.
There were none.
Item Four

Actions Arising from Minutes of 4 May
5.
2/9/04.1 – Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  Nothing heard from the police authority, as yet.
Action 2/9/04.1 - Clerk.  Letter in Support of New Speed Limits.  
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6.
6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  The work is scheduled but not started yet.
Action 6/5/04.13 – Clerk.  To Monitor Progress of Signpost at Greyhound.  
7.
2/12/04.5 – Rob Link.  Progress Installation of 4-seat Swing.  No action as yet as Rob Link has been in hospital.
Action 2/12/04.5 – Rob Link.  Progress Installation of 4-seat Swing.  
8.
3/2/05.5 – Clerk.  Progress Discussions on Playpark Lease.  A list of replies to the Council’s questions has been received from Andrea Kent and copies passed to members of the Council.  It seemed that many were evasive, one was clearly not true and others unhelpful.  Members agreed that a decision was required soon and agreed to form a working party to present the options at the next meeting.  The working party will consist of Chairman, Vice-chairman and Jackie Buckle.   Ken Maddock [as ward councillor] will be approached. 
Action 3/2/05.5 – Chairman.  Present Options on Playpark Lease.  
9.
3/3/05.4 – Clerk.  To Prepare Documents for Archive.  Awaiting reply from Louise Clapp.

3/3/05.4 – Clerk.  To Prepare Documents for Archive.  
10.
3/3/05.6 – Clerk.  Tootle Bridge Signage and Repairs.  Still awaiting a date for the repairs and no information forwarded regarding the signage. Kevin Sherrard agreed to chase these items.
Action 3/3/05.6 –Vice-chairman.  Tootle Bridge Signage and Repairs.  
11.
7/4/05.8 – Chairman.  To Consolidate Replies to Questionnaire.  The questionnaire on the new Code of Conduct Proposals had been circulated to members and replies co-ordinated for discussion at the SALC meeting of 6 June [attended by the Chairman].  The main areas of concern were:
How to deal with the various forms of bullying.
Maintaining the defence in regard to items of public interest.

Ensuring that where a councillor had declared a prejudicial interest he/she still had the right to speak as a member of the public.

Adopting a zero tolerance on declaration of gifts, namely not £25 but ALL gifts.

No need to declare gifts or hospitality declined.

12.
Replies to the Standards Board will be forwarded by the Chairman.
Action 7/4/05.8 – Chairman.  To Consolidate Replies to Questionnaire.
13.
4/5/05.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Pear Tree Farm.  Done.








Action Complete.
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Item Four [contd]

Actions Arising from Minutes of 4 May
14.
4/5/05.2 – Clerk.  To inform MDC of Council’s Decision – Myrtle House.  Done.









Action Complete.
15.
4/5/05.3 – Clerk.  To Arrange for Internal Audit of Accounts.  All documents for audit were forwarded to Mr Barrie Rees, the internal auditor.  The internal audit was completed with some minor wording changes required.  Also of note was the absolute need to ensure statements at the bank were dated 31 March i.e. the actual end of the audit period.  This has been corrected and the documents will be forwarded for signature this month.  On completion the external audit process will begin.








Action Complete.
16.
4/5/05.4 – Clerk.  Update Management of National Savings Investment Account.  The aim was to have those who were mandated to sign bank cheques on the form required for update of the savings account.  On checking the mandate at the bank, it transpired that they had lost the previous mandate and the process has to be repeated.  This is in hand.  The completion of the Savings Account documentation will follow.
Action 4/5/05.4 – Clerk.  Update Management of National Savings Investment Account.  
17.
4/5/05.5 – Clerk.  To Confirm Insurance Cover for Footpath Maintenance.  Done.








Action Complete.
18.
4/5/05.6 – Clerk.  To Obtain Footpaths Grant from MDC.  Forms dispatched to MDC and grant received at our bank.








Action Complete.
19.
4/5/05.7 – Clerk.  To Clarify Terms of Insurance Renewal.  The Fidelity Guarantee has been increased from £2K to £10K and £14.70 added to premium for 2005/6.  The insurance of the site and structure of the War Memorial stays at £5350.  Inflation has automatically been added by Aon.  Therefore, the new premium for June 2005 is £348.65 and cheque is for signature under Item 6.









Action Complete.
Item Five

Planning Items
20.
Approvals.  
· The Riding Arena at Orchard Leigh has been approved and the caveats included in the conditions.

· The Internal and External alterations for Gatehouse, Mill Street, have been approved.
· The Extension at Myrtle House has been approved.
21.
Planning Board Hearing.  Notice of the hearing for Pear Tree Farm has been received.  This will be on 15 June and the Vice-chairman will represent the Parish Council.  This Council has made some Objections and Comments which were forwarded to MDC.  The Vice-chairman will seek the ward councillor’s views.
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22.
New applications.  
· The erection of a 2-storey extension at Orchard Lea [114231/003] was dealt with out of committee to obtain comments to forward before the deadline of 3 June.  This was because a quorum could not be formed for the meeting of 2 June.  The parish councillors contacted had no objections and forwarded the comment that the piped land drain through the property must not be damaged if the effects of flooding are to be minimised.
· 118418/000 - Erection of a 2-storey extension Windmill Cottage.  The members were unanimous in having no objections or comments on this application.  The Clerk was asked to forward these views to MDC.
Action 8/6/05.1 – Clerk.  To Inform MDC of Council’s Decision.
Item Six

Financial Items
23.
Insurance Renewal.   This was covered in actions arising.

24.
Audit.   This was covered in actions arising.

25.
Cheques for Signature.  
· For Insurance Renewal for 2005/6…………..£348.65.  Agreed.
· For VH&PFT Rent for this room today……..£8.00.
     Agreed.
26.
Account Signatories.   This was covered in actions arising.
27.
Schedule 2 of Clerk’s Contract.  The changes agreed in the budget negotiations last autumn were inserted and this document appended to the contract.
Item Seven

County Council Report
28.
The County and District Councillor is now the same person [Ken Maddock] and a letter showing his intent to attend as many meetings as possible was read out.  There was no report this meeting.
Item Eight

District Council Report
29.
There was no report this meeting.
Item Nine

Village Hall and Playing Field Trust
30.
The AGM is planned for 9 June when it is hoped for additional representatives to come forward.  
Item Ten

Website
31.
No report this meeting.
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Item Eleven

Resignations
32.
A letter of resignation has been received from Kirsty Smallwood and accepted with regret.  The unanimous opinion of the members was that she had done much good work and supported the activities of the Council.  A verbal report from the Chairman also accepted Rob Link’s resignation.  Similarly, he had taken on many special duties in his time on the Council and his work will be missed.  The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements for the 2 vacancies to be filled.
Action 8/6/05.2 – Clerk.  To Arrange for Vacancies on the Council to be Filled.
Item Twelve
Items at Chairman’s Discretion
33.
Affordable Housing.  From the 3 suggestions, Hastoe was the preferred housing association partner for the Parish Council.  The Senior Rural Housing enabler for the Community Council of Somerset will be informed and the way forward discussed.
Action 8/6/05.3 – Chairman.  To Progress Affordable Housing.
34.
Trafalgar Weekend.  Nation-wide celebrations were planned and each Parish Council was asked to consider how they might participate.  The Chairman and members would consider any suggestions from villagers and will put proposals to the next meeting.  
Action 8/6/05.4 – Chairman.  To Progress Trafalgar Weekend.
35.
War Memorial.  Mr McNamee reported to the Chairman that fly posting and balloons had appeared within the War Memorial site.  All agreed that this was disrespectful and the Chairman, together with the chairman of the Baltonsborough branch of the Royal British Legion, would put a statement in the Parish News.  Should any further items appear, Mr McNamee will be asked to forward them to the Parish Council for further action.
Action 8/6/05.5 – Chairman.  To Progress War Memorial Activities.
36.
Wessex Water Works.  These will begin in July at the pumping station and the main infiltration points, in pursuance of their previously published plan.
Item Thirteen
Items from Councillors
37.
Waste Collection.   Kevin Sherrard asked if there had been any publicity regarding the new waste collection activities.  There are road shows planned for the towns but none as yet for the villages.  The Chairman will seek more information.
Action 8/6/05.6 – Chairman.  To Seek Information on Waste Collection.
38.
Over-flying Helicopters.  The incidents of low over-flying of helicopters, especially late at night, seemed to be increasing.  Kevin Sherrard asked if RNAS Yeovilton could explain.
Action 8/6/05.7 – Clerk.  To Seek Information from RNAS Yeovilton on Helicopter Flying.
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39.
Road Obstructions.  Jackie Buckle sought information on whether contractors could block roads when carrying out adjacent work.  The PCSO will be asked to investigate.
Action 8/6/05.8 – Clerk.  To Seek PCSO View on Blocking of Roads.
Item Fourteen
Information Items from the Clerk
40.
Vitalise ex Winged Fellowship Trust.   This charity helps disabled people and their carers.  It was decided not to support them in this instance but the Clerk will report 6 monthly on letters of this nature and how the budgeted community grant money was being spent.
41.
Footpath Repairs.   A routine letter on deficiencies had been sent to the Highways Agency.  This will be followed up in a month if no reply is forthcoming.
42.
BT Payphones.   Correspondence from BT seeking our views on the possible removal of the last payphone in the village had been received.  This is being considered by the Chairman.
Action 8/6/05.9 – Chairman.  Response to BT Payphone Questionnaire.
Item Fifteen
Date of the Next Meeting
43.
The next scheduled meeting is 7 July 2005 at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.  Provided there are no urgent items to consider there will be no meeting in August.  Thence, the following meeting is scheduled for 1 September.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
SIGNED [image: image1.jpg]


 Date….8 June 2005
Shirley Slade, Chairman, Baltonsborough Parish Council
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